
650 MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW. SEPTEMBER, 1919 

latter cage. I t  is important to note in this comectioii 
that mass movement, or at any rate wind resultants, 
rather than relative frequency of different directions 
should be made the basls of a study of planetary circula- 
tion. Cloud observations in general give direction only 
and do not therefore ive us conclusive results. Added 
to this is the impossibi!ty, as already stated, of observing 
wind conditions in the higher strata when low clouds arc 
present.- V. R. Gregg. 

SUPERPOSITION OF AERIAL CURRENTS IN THE 
PENINSULA OF CAPE VERDE, SENEGAL. 

By IT. HUBERT. 
[Comptes Rendus, 16S, pp. 99-10?, Jan. 13,1919.1 

I n  the interior of western Africa, the normal fall of air 
temperature with increase of altitude occurs, wlicttlier tho 
surface wind is the monsoon or the harmattan, but on tlic. 

Senegal coast this d e  is nor follomrl when the trade 
wind blows. Observations made there in a hydroplane 
during October and November, 1918, show that tempera- 
ture increases with height, either from ground level or 
from a h i  lit up to about 100 meters, until a maximum 

much as 6" C. above the temperature at round level. 

perature again sets in, so that ground temperatures are 
again mct, wit.h at! heights of 1,000 to 1,300 meters. Rela- 
tive humidity near t.he ground is high, but falls rapidly 
at. about 300 meters, and reaches a minimum where t,he 
temperature sliows a niasimum. 

The obsermkions are rsplained by the superposition in 
this season of the dry and hot harmattan east wind above 
t.he humiil, cool, northerly trade-wind, t.he plane of contact 

I t  is alnrays possible, however, PT or t. e harmat,t,an to descend t.o t,he surface, and entirely 
displace t h  trade-wintl in tliese months.--Science Ab- 

is reached 7 >&ween 500 aiicl 600 meters, which may be as 

As height still further increases the norma K fall of tem- 

h10w 500 mt4,ez.s. 

St?nCfB, 3, 1919, p. 150. 

ABSTRACTS, REVIEWS, AND NOTES. 

AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

-4n American meteorological societly will probthly be 
formally organized a t  St.. Louis, December SI). (Science, 
Aug. 22, 1919.) Strange ft5 it may seem, 
fact that our national weather service 
a century-ago, there has never been n national metero- 
logical society. According to a recent circular, the proj- 
ect is being received with considerable enthusiasin and 
several hundred people have indicated their desire to 
join. The objects stlated are: 

The advancement and diffusion of the knowledge 0.f 1neteoroloFy 
and climatolo and the broadening of their applications in puhhc 
health, agr icuke ,  engineering, aeronautics, industry, and commerce. 

To acconiplish these aims, membership in the society 
has been thrown o en to all who may be interested; yet 

society. Its membership field is the estern Hemis- 
phere, and its hope is cooperation which will bring 
together the producer, the t.eacher, and the user of me- 
terological knowledge. It, is stated that no at.tempt will 
be made a t  the outset to launch a new niet,erologic.xl pub- 
lication--only a month1 - laaflet of .news, not'es, queries, 
etc., is contemplated.-&. l? B. 

provisions lanne 2 for the election 01 eminent meterqlo- 
gists as fe K o m  will insure its s t a n d b y  a scientific 

I hereby appoint a hoard to consider the clueation of the collection 
and diasemination of meteorological data and to make recommenda- 
tions: 

Lieut. Col. Horace Hickam, Air Senice. 
Lieut. Col. W. R. Blair, Signal COTS. 
Lieut. Tunis A. M. Crawn, li. S. havy. 
Lieut. (junior grade) C. N. Keyser, U. S. Navy. 
Prof. Charles F. Marvin, Chief of Weather Bureau. 
Mr. R. H. Weightman, Meteorologist, Weather Bureau. 
The order further designates Prof. Charles F. Marvin as 

cliaiiminn of the board and rovides that meetings shall 
be held at, the office of the 8hief of the Weather Bureau 
and other places a t  such times as may be designated by 
the chairman. 

But few meetings of the board have been held as yet, 
but it is obvious that nn interdepartmental a ency of this 

coo eration between the departments interested. It is 

nient that are interested in b$ng, as the Post Office 
Department, for example, niay e requested to designate 
representatives. 

I t  is espected that iniportsnt provisions will he made 
for the enlargement of tmlie nieteorological work of the 
Bureau in the interest of civil and military aeronautics.- 
Il'mther Bureair. Topics mid PeiIsoii,iiel, Sept., 1,919. 

character provides for the most effective coor % ination and 

pro R able, also, that other de artnients of theGovern- 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL BOARD ON METEOROLOGY. 

The important benefits resulting from the ap lication 

of navigation of the am, a; also nia or artillery. and other 
of meteorological prin.ciples in the direction an c f  control 

military and naval o eratIons, has i ed to certain kinds of 
meteorolo ical work \ ecoming a more or less permanent 
activity o f the War and Navy Departments. This has 
resulted in numerous informal conferences between repre- 
sentatives of the Weather Bureau and the other dcpart- 
menta, and the whole subject has finally been recognized 
as of such importance as t.0 justify the organization of a 
more or less permanent interdepartmental board selected 
to discuss and consider the relative needs of the depart- 
ments and the arrangenien! of cooperation .and coordi- 
nation of work to acconiplish these results in the most 
economical and advantageoys fashion and in a manner to 
avoid unnecessary du hcation. The board was created 
b the Secretary of g a r ,  acting for and by direction of 
or the President, and is aa follows: 

UNIFICATION OF THE BRITISH METEOROLOGICAL 
SERVICES. 

By LIEUT. COL. E. GOLD. 

[Kxtrwts from Symonu's Meteorologiesl Magnzine. September, 1919, pp. 86-8S.l 

-1 famous general of the Flying Corps once remarked 
that, whatever may have been his o inion about the 

vinced that a sin le nieteorological service was the correct 
policy for the T f  estern Front. Full interallied meteoro- 
ogicnl unity was never indeed achieved but there was, in 

the field, a national unity in favorable contrast with the 
trinities in Paris and London; and there was the closest 
cooperation between the French, British, and American 
military meteorological services. 

With the end of the war the movement for unity gained 
power, and now, a t  last, the British Isles have one meteo- 
rological service with an establishment .or personnel and 
equipment more in accordance with the unportance of the 

policy of the allied supreme conmiand, ? ie was fully con- 


